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p until now in this series we've been

talking about the ways hotel owner-

ship relates to nationality. Now let's

assume you've decided how the hotel

will be owned. What government approvals
do you need and how do you get them?

Remember that if a hotel doesn’t need a

hotel licence because it has four rooms or

fewer, or accommodates fewer than 20

guests, the owner still has to inform the

service centre of the Department of Local
Administration and receive acknowledg-
ment of this. In Bangkok, you must do this
with an officer at the Service Centre of the
Department of Local Administration in Nang
Loeng district. Outside Bangkok this must
be done with the designated officer at the
provincial governor's office in each province.
Here are the documents that must be
delivered to the above officer:
® Completed form notifying of a place for
accommodation not regarded as a hotel;
m Photos of the hotel inside and out, and
its location;
® Layout or floor plan of the hotel;
®m Copy of the title deed of the land on
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which the hotel is situated;
® Evidence such as building permit or

building agreement that applicant

owns the hotel; and

® Power of attorney from the hotel owner
to the person submitting the above
documents, if the owner is not submitting
them in person.

No official approval is necessary for these
documents. The officer will enter them into
the system and issue a letter of acknow-
ledgement. No renewal of this process is
required, but one of these officers may
periodically visit the hotel to determine
whether the applicable laws and regulations
are being complied with.

The hotel must be prepared to pay taxes.
A Thai proprietor of a hotel may use his or
her ID number in connection with tax pay-
ment. A foreigner who will manage a hotel
must get a tax ID number by submitting
the following to the Revenue Department
in the district where the hotel is located:
® An application form (Lor Por 10.1 for an

individual);

B A copy of the foreign manager's passport;
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m A copy of house registration (yellow book)
of the foreign manager; or

m If the foreign manager doesn't have a
vellow book, a copy of the house
registration (blue book) of the company
office of the employer of record in the
foreign manager's work permit and a
letter from the employer acknowledging
the employment.
1f the hotel will have a yearly income ot'

registration certificate if the owner is an
individual. According to a Ministry of
Commerce notification, a hotel must have
a commercial registration certificate un-
less the owner is a company. This certi-
ficate must be obtained at the Office of
Central Business Registration.

B Evidence showing that the hotel operator
is the owner of the building or is properly
authorised to use it. Examples of this

1.8 million baht or mare, it must be

evidence would be the land title deed,

to collect value added tax from guests and

pay it to a revenue office. Here's what you

should do to register, which must be done

at the Revenue Department office

mentioned above, Usually it can be done

on the same day during which you got the

tax ID number, if you need one. Here are

the documents you'll need to submit:

m Four copies of the application form (Por
Por 01);

® A copy of the 1denuﬁcanon card of the
owner;

B A copy of house registration (blue book)
of the hotel building;

®m A copy of the hotel's commercial

building permit and lease agreement;
and
® A map and photos showing the hotel
building.
Next time we'll discuss the hotel licence
application procedure and costs. m
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